308
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HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-1

A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 29.09.2023 IS ANNEXED

HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-2

A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 28.06.2024 IS ANNEXED
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HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-3

5. | ACOPY OF THE LETTER DATED 16.08.2024 IS ANNEXED

HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-4
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Date: 16.05.2026
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BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 554/2025

IN THE MATTER OF:

RITISHA GOND D/O GOPAL GOND ...APPLICANT
VERSUS
STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S)

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT 12-DIVISIONAL FOREST
OFFICER, OBRA FOREST DIVISION, OBRA-SONBHADRA IN
COMPLIANCE WITH ORDER DATED 09.02.20268Y THE HON’BLE
TRIBUNAL |

I, Dileep Kumar Tiwarj aged about 46 years, S/o Shri Rajendra Prasad
Tiwari posted as Divisional Forest Officer, Obra Forest Division, Obra-

Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh do hereby solemnly affirm and state as under:

1. That, I the Deponent in the above captioned matter, am fully conversant with

the facts of the case and am competent and authorized to swear the present
reply.
2. That, I state that the contents of this reply have been drafted by my counsel

on my instructions, and the contents of the same are true to my knowledge

and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.
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BACKGROUND OF THE MATTER

3.

Regr
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That, in the present Original Application, the Applicant has challenged the
Revised District Survey Report (DSR), Sonbhadra, 2024, inter alia alle.ging
that Arazi Nos. 5219, 5225, 5218, 5220, 5221, 5223Kha, 5230, 5231,
5232Ka, 5222, 5226, 5227, 5228, 5229, 5234, 5215Kha, 5216, 5217, 5233
and 5235 admeasuring a total area of 1.85hectares (serial no. 81 of Draft
DSR, Sonbhadra, 2024) and Arazi Nos. 4798Kha, 4799Kha, 4800Kha,
4801, 4802, 4804Ka, 4804Ga, 4805 and 4866Kha admeasuring a total area
of 1.82 hectares (serial no. 99 of Draft DSR, Sonbhadra, 2024) have been
wrongly included in the DSR for mining purposes. It has been contended
that the aforesaid Arazi numbers are situated adjacent to Arazi Nos. 4803
and 4992, where a natural stream and a natural dam are existing, and that
permitting mining activities in the adjoining areas is likely to adversely

affect and potentially destroy the said natural water bodies.

That, the matter was last listed for hearing on 09.02.2026, wherein the
Hon’ble Tribunal directed as follows:
“I. A letter has been circulated by Counsel for respondents no.1 to 3, 7, 9
to 15 and 17 seeking four weeks’ time to file the reply.
2. Learned Counsel for respondents no. 6, 16, 18, 19, 21 and 23 also seek
four weeks’ time to file the reply.
3. Affidavit of service has not been filed. Let the same be filed by the
applicant within two weeks.
4. List on 19.05.2026.”

ocate
Sonbhadra
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REPLY IS AS FOLLOWS

. FOREST NOC REGARDING MINING LEASE AREA AT SERIAL
NO. 81 OF THE DRAFT DSR, 2024

5. That, it is most respectfully submitted that in relation to fhe mining lease
area mentioned at Serial No. 81 of the Draft DSR, Sonbhadra, 2024, Senior
Mining Officer, Sonbhadra, vide letter no. 929/Mineral/2023-24 dated
06.07.2023, requested issuance of Forest No Objection Certificate by

enclosing therewith copies of the joint survey report duly signed by the
officers/officials of the Revenue Department, Mining Department, Forest
Department, Pollution Control Board and Irrigation Department, Khatauni
and map relating to the proposed mining lease area.

A copy of the letter dated 06.07.2023 is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure-1.

6. That, after due examination of the documents enclosed with the letter dated
06.07.2023 mentioned in the para above, the Divisional Forest Officer, Obra
Forest Division, Obra-Sonbhadra, vide letter no. 814/Obra/15-Mining
dated 29.09.2023, issued the Forest No Objection Certificate in relation to
the aforesaid mining lease area.

A copy of the letter dated 29.09.2023 'is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-2.

IL. FOREST NOC REGARDING MINING LEASE AREA AT SERIAL
NO. 99 OF THE DRAFT DSR, 2024

7. That, further, in relation to the mining lease area mentioned at Serial No. 99
of the Draft DSR, Sonbhadra, 2024, the office of the District Magistrate,
Sonbhadra, vide letter no. 822/Mineral/No-Objection-Certificate/2024-25

N 28.06.2024, requested issuance of Forest No Objection Certificate by

ohadra
Regn NO qu
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enclosing therewith copies of the joint survey report duly signed by the
officers/officials of the Revenue Department, Mining Department, Forest
Department, Pollution Control Board and Irrigation Department, Khatauni
and map relating to the proposed mining lease area. '
A copy of the letter dated 28.06.2024 is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure-3. |

8. That, after due examination of the documents enclosed with the letter dated
28.06.2024 mentioned in the para above, the Divisional Forest Officer, Obra
Forest Division, Obra-Sonbhadra, vide letter no. 435/Obra/15-Mining
dated 16.08.2024, issued the Forest No Objection Certificate in relation to
the aforesaid mining lease area.
A copy of the letter dated 16.08.2024 is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure-4.

9. Hence, this response is respectfully submitted for kind perusal of this
Hon'ble Tribunal.

10. That everything stated above is true and correct to my knowledge, derived

from official records, and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

Dlwssona gzq;égbﬁce'

Regn o w‘m2 Obra Forest Division
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VERIFICATION

Verified at Sonbhadra on this _\ 4" _day of May 2026, that the contents of the
above affidavit from paragraphs 1 to 10 are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief. No part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed therefrom.

Divisii TOfficer
Obra Forest Division
Ohra-Sonebhadra

Regn %o 52402
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